
Yours in Christ, Deacon John Pham  

Fear, perhaps, can be seen as psychological factor that has a 
great influence in human life as it engages in many different 
stages of our lives. A child may fear of not being loved by his/
her parent; a young woman may be afraid of getting old; and 
an old person may fear of death.  
 

As Christians, we also have our own fear to think about. It is 
the fear of saying words and doing things like Jesus; the fear 
of being mocked and persecuted for living out our faith. That 
is why in the gospel today, Jesus tells us “Do not be 
afraid” (Mt 10:26). Here, Jesus is not ignorant of the reasons 
for fear. He understands that there are people who have lost 
friends, jobs, positions and most likely their lives because of 
their faith in Him. However, we need to remind ourselves 
that above these temporary losses is the eternal happiness 
that God has promised to those who are loyal to Him.  
 

We are very blessed to live in a country where we do not 
need to worry about losing our lives for the faith. However, 
due to the tragic scandals that occurred in the church in 
recent years, we may become quite hesitant in practicing our 
faith in public places, something as simple as making a sign 
of the cross before meals, leaning on hats when passing by 
churches, and praying in front of others.  
 

When we are facing these situations, we do not need to be 
afraid since we always have Christ with us. We also need to 
remember Jesus’ words: if anyone declares himself for me in 
the presence of men, I will declare myself for him in the 
presence of my Father in heaven (Mt 10:33)  
 

Let us therefore ask God for his help and guidance so that 
we can be faithful till the end.  And as Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta said: God has not called me to be successful. He 
called me to be faithful.  

PARISH CENSUS: During this time of COVID - 19 our Parish has depended on our Parish Census to assist us in reaching our 
community. We have noticed that there are a lot of changes with our community members.  
 We ask you all to complete a new Parish Census, (this is not the School Census) so we can  update your information if 
needed and/or check we still have the correct details on file.  
What does being a registered parishioner offer you? 
• Facilitates retrieval of Church documents, certificates for school and sacramental applications. 
• Simplifies applications for baptism, sacramental programs, weddings, and pastoral care. 
• Prompt replies to requests for school references, letters of introduction or family assistance. 
We encourage you all to complete a form so we can offer community and Parish pastoral care to all.  This information you 
submit will be used for Parish purposes only and comply with the Privacy Act.  
Download and complete your Census on our website - click here  

100 years of    
St Mark’s  

Foundation Stone.   
1920 - 2020  

Canon 1039: Prior to proceeding to ordination to 
priesthood, Deacon John will be away from the parish to 

take his spiritual retreat.  
Please Pray for him & the other three candidates.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Census-Form.pdf
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Census-Form.pdf


 

Entrance Antiphon             Cf. Ps 27:8-9 

The Lord is the strength of his people, a saving refuge for 
the one he has anointed. Save your people, Lord, and 
bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 
 
1.   To you O Lord, I will call; O my God, be not silent to me; 
lest in your silence I become like those going down into the 
pit.   
 

2.   Hear, O Lord, the voice of my supplication, when I pray to 
you, when I lift up my hands to your most holy place.  
 
 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading              Jer 20:10-13 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
He has delivered the soul of the needy from the hands of those who are evil. 

Jeremiah said: 
‘I hear so many disparaging me, 
“Terror from every side! 
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
All those who used to be my friends watched for my downfall, 
“Perhaps he will be seduced into error. 
Then we will master him and take our revenge!” 
But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; 
my opponents will stumble, mastered,  
confounded by their failure; 
everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 
But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice, 
who scrutinise the loins and heart, 
let me see the vengeance you will take on them, 
for I have committed my cause to you. 
Sing to the Lord, 
praise the Lord, 
for he has delivered the soul of the needy 
from the hands of evil men.’ 

Responsorial Psalm        Ps 68:8-10. 14. 17. 33-35. R. v.14 

(R.) Lord, in your great love, answer me.  
 

1.  It is for you that I suffer taunts, that shame covers my face, 
that I have become a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my 
own mother's sons. I burn with zeal for your house and taunts 
against you fall on me. (R.) 
 

2.  This is my prayer to you, my prayer for your favour. 
In your great love, answer me, O God, with your help that 
never fails: Lord, answer, for your love is kind; in your  
compassion, turn towards me (R.) 
   
3.  The poor when they see it will be glad and God-seeking 
hearts will revive; for the Lord listens to the needy and does 
not spurn his servants in their chains. 
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, the sea and all 
its living creatures. (R.) 

Second Reading          Rom 5:12-15 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Romans. 
God's gift to us is nothing like our sin against him. 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin 
death, and thus death has spread through the whole human 
race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world 
long before the Law was given. There was no law and so no 
one could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death 
reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even though their sin, 
unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself  
considerably outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through 
one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that  
divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, 
came to so many as an abundant free gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel                    Mt 10:26-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Do not fear those who can kill the body. 
 
Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be afraid. For 
everything that is now covered will be uncovered, and  
everything now hidden will be made clear. What I say to you 
in the dark, tell in the daylight; what you hear in whispers, 
proclaim from the house-tops. 

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; fear him rather who can destroy both body and soul in 
hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not 
one falls to the ground without your Father knowing. Why, 
every hair on your head has been counted. So there is no 
need to be afraid; you are worth more than hundreds of  
sparrows. 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, 
I will declare myself for him in the presence of my Father in 
heaven. But the one who disowns me in the presence of men, 
I will disown in the presence of my Father in heaven.’ 

Gospel Acclamation         Jn 15:26.27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, 
says the Lord, and you also will be my 
witnesses. Alleluia! 



  

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was  
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who  
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look 
forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Jesus tells his disciples of their preciousness to 
God, stating, ‘every hair on your head has been counted’. 
With trust in God’s goodness, let us turn to him in prayer.     
     

Reader: We pray for church communities around the world, 
that like the prophet Jeremiah they will proclaim God’s word 
without fear or favour.  (pause). Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, graciously hear us.  
 

Reader: We pray for church-goers in Australia, that their  
enforced fasting from the Eucharist will deepen their hunger 
for table-fellowship with Christ and one another. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, graciously hear us.   
 

Reader: We pray for the homeless and poorly housed, that 
the coronavirus pandemic and the onset of winter will prompt 
converted action to provide adequate social housing. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All:   Lord, graciously hear us.    
 

Reader: We pray for children whose reception of the  
sacraments of reconciliation, confirmation and eucharist has 
been delayed, that they will look forward all the more to these 
occasions of grace. (pause). Lord hear us: 
All:  Lord, graciously hear us.    
 

Reader: We pray for our Parish Community as we celebrate 
100 years of the laying of the foundation stone of this  
St. Mark’s Church (20 June), may we be faithful in hearing the 
Holy Spirit, in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus, and being 
a gift to our world.  (pause) Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, graciously hear us.      
  

Reader: We pray for all who have been unable to farewell 
loved ones as they would have wished, that they will draw 
comfort from the sympathy of family and friends. (pause)  
Lord hear us: 
 

All: Lord, graciously hear us.      
 

Leader: Good and gracious God, in the gospel Jesus urges us 
to be fearless in the way of discipleship. Hear our prayers that 
your peace may reign in the hearts of all who worship you and 
that this peace may be spread through all the world. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.      
All:  Amen.    

 

Offertory Antiphon          Ps 16: 5.6.7 
Make me to walk perfectly in your paths, that my  
footsteps may not falter. Incline your ear to me, and 
hear my words, show forth your wonderful mercies, you 
who save those who trust in you, O Lord.     
 

1.   Hear, O Lord, my just cause, attend to my supplication. 
Give ear unto my prayer.  
 

2.   You have searched my heart and visited me by night; 
you have tried me by fire, and no malice was found in me.  
 

3.  Guard me as the apple of your eye. Under the shadow of 
your wings protect me.   

Preface of Easter  
The Church united by the unity of the Trinity. 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always 
and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy Father,  
almighty and eternal God. 
 

For, when your children were scattered afar by sin, through 
the Blood of your Son and the power of the Spirit, you  
gathered them again to yourself, that a people, formed as 
one by the unity of the Trinity, made the body of Christ and 
the temple of the Holy Spirit, might, to the praise of your 
manifold wisdom, be manifest as the Church. 
 

And so, in company with the choirs of Angels, we praise 
you, and with joy we proclaim: 
 
 

Communion Antiphon        Ps 144:15 

The eyes of all look to you, Lord, and you give them 
their food in due season. 
 

1.  I will extol you, O God my King; and I will bless your 
name forever.      
 

2.   Every day will I bless you; and I will praise your name 
forever.  
 

3.  Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and of his 
greatness there is no end.   
 
 

Prayer after Communion         Gal 4:6 

Renewed and nourished by the Sacred Body and Precious 
Blood of your Son, we ask of your mercy, O Lord, that what 
we celebrate with constant devotion may be our sure pledge 
of redemption. Through Christ our Lord. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 

Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 
All rights reserved.   



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1920: In February of this year “St. Mark’s Magazine” a modest 
little paper of two pages, makes its bow to the public, and for 10 
years (1930) will do goOd work in keeping before the public the 
claims of the Parish Church to their support and the progress of 
the Parish finances. In this year, too, a new era of Parish history 
opens in that the new Church building becomes an actuality. For 
years the need had been acutely felt and in 1914 a meeting to 
inaugurate the project had actually been held and ₤680 had been 
collected. But the war had intervened and building operations 
were definitely postponed. 
 

In 1920 plans for a larger Church were drawn up and the tender let. Because of the necessity of buying a 
house for a presbytery, the Parish was already in debt to the extent of ₤1,000. Necessary repairs had to 
be made and the house furnished - which cost another ₤600. That laid the Parish under a total 
indebtedness of ₤1600. The new Church, incomplete, was estimated to cost ₤5,350. It was a big 
proposition. However, with the assurance of the loyal co-operation and financial assistance of the people, 
the new priest-in-charge courageously shouldered the debt and the foundation stone was set by Rt. Rev. 
Mgr. Moynagh, Vicar - General of the Archdiocese during the absent of Archbishop Kelly, on June 20th 
1920.  
 

St Mark’s Magazine tells the story: “The Rt. Rev. Monsignor Moynagh blessed and laid the 
foundation stone of the new Church on Sunday June 20th. After the ceremony there followed a public 
meeting and a subscription of donations towards the cost of the new building. The presence of P.J. Byrne 

and M.S. Foley constituted a happy link with old St Mark’s - both these gentlemen were present at the 
birth of the Parish in 1888.  
“Monsignor Moynagh himself was in charge of Rozelle and Drummoyne as far back as 1889, and his 
ministry extended to 1901. Father Meany, in asking him to preside at the function, assured him that no 
one was more honoured or more loved or more welcome in Drummoyne.  
 

“ The Mayor (Ald. McDicken) and the local member of Parliament (R. Grieg, M.L.A.) were both happy in 
two very bright and manly speeches. Messrs. Byrne, Foley and Mahoney spoke for the Church 
Committee, and Mgr. Moynagh expressed himself, as most satisfied with the splendid efforts of the people 
to build themselves a house worthy of the worship of God….” The new guarantors for the Church debt 
were Messrs. P. J. Byrne, G Crowley, J English, M O’Gorman. J.A. Purcell and M Willis. A Bazaar and Art 
Union was held and the sum of ₤560. obtained, while the donations laid on the foundation stone 
amounted to ₤1195.6.6. 

2020: Reflecting on moving out of COVID - 19, 100 years after the Spanish flu epidemic and WWI where 
Masses had to be held outside. We celebrate our 100 year anniversary of the laying of the foundation stone of 
St Mark’s second Church (the Church you are sitting in today!) and we have the opportunity to support the 
ongoing work of St Mark’s Parish Community.  
 

The debt of the Parish today is, $285,000, St Mark’s Parish has moved through the years developing three 
buildings the Church, Parish Centre & Presbytery as part of it’s community. To continue our Mission and 
Ministry for the next 100 years we; as they did in the past, need support of all levels, and financial 
assistance for the Church has always been done with the encouragement of the community.  
To moved St Mark’s Catholic Church into the next 100 years, we have to do some urgent repairs: 

† Repair St Mark’s slate Church roof. 

† Replace the flooring.  

† Restore, update & repaint our Stations of the Cross & Sacred Heart of Jesus, Mary & Nativity Statues.  

† plus the request’s for heating and/or air-conditioning and much more… 

 
How can you help St Mark’s Church in 2020.  

† Make a one - off donation on our Parish website for Restoration on the “Support Us” page 

† Planned Giving: Weekly & Monthly offerings - weekly envelopes or monthly direct debit.   
Get started.. Fill in a Green Card (found near the collection plates in the Church) & return to the office.  

† Offer to pay a bill annually - Phone & NBN, Gas & Electricity, Water & Rates or Insurance.  
 

In 1920 & 2020:  

Giving is Compassionate; Giving is Ministry; Giving is Wise; Giving is Worship; Giving is Safe;  
 

Due to COVID - 19 our Parish 2020 “Bazaar and Art Union” to raise funds for ongoing  
Church Restoration had to be postponed:  

Our new date is Sunday 25 July 2021 SAVE THE DATE & STAY TUNED for details.  

https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/drummoyneparish


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Archdiocese of Sydney recognises that staying safe online, is something people are 
concerned about. To assist in developing resources that will provide adults, children and 
young people with the knowledge and skills to help keep them safe online.  
 

We are turning towards our parish communities for help, we have developed a 
5 minute CyberSafety Survey for adults and children to complete that will enable us to gain a better 
understanding about the knowledge adults, children and young people have about eSafety as well 
as develop resources that are targeted to the needs of our Archdiocese community.  
We are encouraging as many people as possible to get involved, you don't have to have children in 
order to participate in the survey.  
Link to the to the CyberSafety Survey  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TC7CYQ3  

Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office: Archdiocese of Sydney  

It’s almost tax time…. and this 
means it’s almost time for us to 
distribute annual tax receipts for 
giving and donations to our 
planned givers. Please complete a 

new census form so we have your details.  
 Tax receipts will be emailed after 1 July 2020.  

Parishioners may still  have Project 

Compassion boxes and envelopes at 

home: If you do please drop them into 
the Parish office so we can forward your 

donation.  

Catch up & listen to my  

June message on St Mark’s 

Parish Website or  
St Mark’s YouTube channel. 

  

“The parish continues to 
function……”    

 

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 
 

Wednesday 24 June @  

7:30am or 6:00pm  
 

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
 

Monday 29 June 2020 @ 8:00am  
Saints, Peter and Paul Apostles  

On behalf of the Bishops Commission for the Plenary Council, who have worked together with 
all bishops of Australia and the Facilitation Team to confirm the revised dates for the two 
Assemblies of the Fifth Plenary Council of the Church is Australia are as follows:   
 

Sunday October 3rd – Sunday October 10th, 2021.(Adelaide)  
Monday July 4th – Saturday July 9th, 2022. (Sydney)  
 

Visit https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/  for more details.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TC7CYQ3
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-hub
https://lent.caritas.org.au/#blank
https://lent.caritas.org.au/#blank
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/


Keep them in  Your Prayers 

Introducing our new St Mark’s parishioners  & 
congratulations to their parents.  

Register to attend 
Mass at  

- St Mark’s-  

Register with the Parish 
office 9181 1795  
M - F  9am - 3pm. 

Registrations essential    

         Weekday Masses:   
Monday -           8:00am  
Tuesday -        9:30am   
Wednesday -     7:30am & 6.00pm  
Thursday -      9:30am 
Friday -      8:00am  
Saturday -       11am Adoration &  
     12pm Mass  

     Weekend Masses:    
Saturday - Vigil - 5.30pm  

Sunday - 9:00am &  
 10:30am & 6:00pm  

 

  (note changes to times)  
Registration essential due to 

limited numbers at Mass.  

 
Sunday Mass - on - demand  
from 6:00am  on St Mark’s Parish  
YouTube Channel or view from our website. 

Listen to Fr Michael’s June Message to the 
community on our You-Tube Channel.   

Visit our website for Pray at Home  
details and more:  

www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Deacon: Rev Mr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 
 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/  

  Register and Book a Mass time  

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

In your love and concern, please pray for the following  
sick members of our community:  
Rocco Zoccali, Regina Colantonio, Carolina Bastoni,  
Lina Giannandrea, Patricia Ryan, Rita Arcidiacono,  
Rev Peter Maher, Thu Hoang (Deacon John’s cousin), Eileen O’Neill,  
Fr. Emmanuel Seo, Fr Don Willoughby, Mgr Bill Mullins, 
Brian McCarthy, Meagan Ficarra, Brian & Ann Johnson,  
Sr. Carmel Clancy &  Sr Claire Burgess & all St. Mark’s Parish 
community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  
Maryanne Cartwright, David Bateman, Pietrina Natoli,  
Maria Ficarra, Daniel Macri, Stefano Bianco, Anne Spellacy, 

Brett McIntyre, Dianne McIntyre, Gabrielle Van Heuven, 
George Gomes, Santina Macalusco, Patricia Yong,  
Daniel Lao, Charlie Camilleri, Freddie Camilleri,  
George Andreou, Rosa Carnuccio, Casimiro Hman,  
Cosimo Sanzari, Margaret Micheletti, Margaret Green, 
Albert Mollica, Gigliola Térzi & Peter McGill.   
 

Recently Deceased: Maria Abbonizio, Natalina Guinta, 
Mother Ernestina Nolli, Mother Francesca Ada,  
Michael Erwin, Fr Noel Connolly SSC, Joan Shakeshaft, 
Salvatore Catanzaro, Henry Hess, Nunziata Di Losa,  
Alma Di Losa,  Daniel Tirado, Albert Mollica & Franco 
Arcidiacono. We pray for those who have died and  offer our 
prayers to their families.  

Condolences: Our condolences to the family and friends of 
the late Maria Abbonizio previously of Moore Street, 
Drummoyne, who passed recently. Her funeral will be held 
at St Mark’s on Thursday 25 June 2020 @ 10.30am.   
May she rest in peace.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

Parish Rosters: Currently due to COVID - 19 all our 

Parish rosters are on hold. If you have registered to 

attend Mass and are a reader or altar server, and are 
willing to volunteer at Mass, please see the celebrant 

prior to the start of Mass.  

 

Fr Michael, would like to say thank - you to  

Donna &Lyn for delivering, during this COVID - 19  

time to all our Parish parishioners their Planned  

Giving envelopes for the 2020 - 2021 period.  

If you did not receive your envelopes in your letterbox  

please contact the Parish office.  

Prayer for our Parish:  
 

Faithful God, giver of  life, and source of 
all blessings, we seek your guidance and 
wisdom as with hearts full of  hope we 
look expectantly forward to the next  

100 years of  building our  
St Mark’s Church & Parish Community.  

Amen.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0SZbGDWfInB-kqb0iFtB6w
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/book-a-mass-time/
https://www.catholiccare.org/
https://www.catholiccare.org/


 

Gospel Reflection 
‘Do not be afraid’ is one of the most commonly repeated sentences in the Bible. In one form or another, the command 
to ‘be not afraid’ or ‘fear not’ appears several hundred times throughout the Old and New Testaments. Today’s gospel 
passage is part of the sending out of the Twelve that occupies all of Chapter 10 in the gospel. It follows a little later in 
the chapter from last week’s reading in which Jesus called the Twelve and sent them out as Apostles. The remainder 
of the chapter provides an extended teaching on what it means and what it costs to take the message of Jesus out 
into the world. Jesus teaches the Twelve that the message they bear will not always be well received and there will be 
those who will seek to silence the Apostles through violent means. But then the teaching comes to the section of to-
day’s passage and Jesus commands the Twelve, ‘Do not be afraid’.  

The message to not be afraid is as much for the original intended audience of the gospel as it was for the apostles. 
The community for whom this gospel was written were on the verge of being ‘squeezed out’ and forced into secret. 
The passage reminds them to have courage and to have the courage of their convictions; to shout from the house-
tops their message, not whisper it in darkness. It is a reminder of the abundant love of God who cares for them and 
sees all their efforts to continue to live out the message and ministry of Jesus.  

It is equally a message for us, today. We are called to continue the spread of the gospel message; continuing the 
work of those early Christian communities, the Twelve and Jesus himself. 

Gospel Focus – Fear  
When scripture uses the term fear, it tends to fall into one of two meanings. When used in the context of ‘do not be 
afraid’ or ‘fear not’, it is a command to not be daunted by the woes and trials that the world imposes. The other use 
tends to be a command that we should fear God. In this context, the word does not mean to be frightened of God but 
rather to show proper reverence. To fear God is to stand in wonder and awe rather than to cower and hide. So, fear 
God, but do not be afraid! 

Scriptural context – The Q source  
This gospel passage that appears at Mt 10:26-33 is virtually reproduced in the gospel of Luke (12:2-12) but does not 
appear in the gospel of Mark. Both the gospels of Matthew and Luke draw extensively on the gospel of Mark as a 
source for their writing but scholars have also deduced that they shared another unknown source. The content of this 
lost source can only be deduced by the identification of parallel passages such as this one that appear in Matthew 
and Luke but not Mark. The undiscovered document is known as the ‘Q source’ after the German 
word, Quelle (source).  

Living the Gospel – From the house-tops  
One of the messages of Jesus to his disciples and, through him, of Matthew to the original community, is to have 
courage and to have pride in their belief. No matter what threat or persecution they are to endure, the command is to 
proclaim the message of Jesus from the house-tops. They are to be proud of what they believe and be prepared to 
share it with others. In a world today that is not always open to the message of Jesus, we too are called to be proud of 
what we believe and not whisper it in the darkness.  

Questions for Adults 
Q. What message is meant to be conveyed by the imagery about the sparrows? 

Q. What does it mean in today’s world to ‘declare oneself’ for Jesus? 

Q. How might a message to ‘fear God’ be misunderstood and misused? 

Q. Who is someone you admire because they are not afraid to live their faith?   

Learning moments 

Compare Mt 10:26-33 with Luke 12:2-12 (you might use a gospel parallels book or website). What evidence can you 
find to suggest that both gospel writers used a common source for this passage? Research the theory of the “Q 
source” and its use in the gospels of Matthew and Luke. 

                               © Greg Sunter 

 
 
 
 

Parking at St Mark’s:  

Due to St Mark’s Primary School building works project 
our Church parking is restricted.  

It is suggested you enter and exit by South Street and if 
you are driving in beside the Church please be VERY 

CAREFUL as the Building project is close to the Church. 
At night the area has low lighting.  

Always be aware of parishioners, children and other cars 
when parking in the School grounds.  



 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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