
 

As we celebrate Palm Sunday this weekend, we have now 
entered the Holy Week. On the surface, Jesus’ entrance to 
Jerusalem seemed to be a resounding victory since the 
crowds welcomed Jesus with branches while praising Him: 
Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord! However, this was in fact the most ironic 
opening and perhaps the most tragic stage of the Passion. 
Here, the Lord knew well that within this tremendous 
excitement, there was also betrayal that would explode 
furiously before Pilate in a cry: ‘Crucify him, crucify him’.  
 

Dear brothers and sisters, it is not difficult to take a branch 
and follow Jesus for couple of hours when He was still 
welcomed and praised. However, following Him when he 
was abandoned and condemned is much more difficult. If 
we, Christians, are defined as followers of Jesus, then we 
need to prepare ourselves to face the difficulty of having to 
go where we do not want to go. On the path of following 
Jesus, we can experience both happiness and sorrow. 
Therefore, we must be in the crowd to welcome the Lord 
when he enters the city as well as be with Him when He dies 
on the cross. 
 

We can also ask ourselves: if I were there, who would I be 
and with which attitude? Would I be Simon of Cyrene who 
helped Jesus to carry the cross? Or would I be Peter who 
denied Jesus? Or Pilate who condemned Jesus? Or one of 
the apostles who fled away in fear? Or the soldiers who 
mocked and crucified Jesus? Or one of the people in the 
crowd who oppose the Lord?  
 

Regardless to who we would be, we are all responsible for 
the death of Jesus because every time we sin, we put 
another wound into Jesus’ suffering.  
 

Although we come across many dark situations in the 
Passion of the Lord such as: slander, betrayal, jealousy, 
injustice, humiliation, suffering, fear, loneliness, cowardice, 
and death, we also see love - the unconditional love of Jesus 
for the Father and for humanity. The love that can make 
every suffering become redeemable.  
 

Therefore, let us find time to slowly read and contemplate 
on Jesus' passion during this Holy Week. Let us follow Him 
in every single step to Calvary. Let us deeply experience the 
physical and spiritual suffering of Jesus, but at the same 
time not to forget the merciful love underlying his suffering. 
May we be able to accept every suffering with the attitude 
of Jesus. The more we think about the Passion, the more we 
love Jesus’ cross, love our cross, and respect the cross of 
others. 

Yours	in	Christ,			Deacon	John	Pham		

 

Offering the Sacrament of Penance 
(Reconciliation | Confession)  

1:1 appointments only  
(names not required)  

Book any time with the Parish office 
or  email the Parish Priest.  

e: pp@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

St Mark’s Parish Office is open 
t: 9181 1795  
e: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

Subscribe to  
St Mark’s Parish  

YouTube Channel  
or 

 visit our Parish website  
www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

Dear Parishioners,  

During this difficult �me for our world our families and for our 

Church, we are offering many ways of connec�ng with you.  

I want to assure you that St Marks Parish is here for you at this 

challenging �me. Play my YouTube message, on our Parish 

website which is also filled with resources. Phone or email us to 

be in contact with the Parish office.  

This Palm Sunday, if you have a palm or olive branch, or a branch 

from your garden, gather the household and say the blessing of 

the branches on page two.  

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest                        

JUST FOR YOU: The Little White Books: JUST FOR YOU: The Little White Books: JUST FOR YOU: The Little White Books: JUST FOR YOU: The Little White Books:     

Six-minute reflections on the Sunday Gospels of Easter and 
additional Holy Week and Eastertide resources are available to 

be collected from the porch of the Parish Centre, come and come and come and come and 
collect at your leisure.   collect at your leisure.   collect at your leisure.   collect at your leisure.    



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 12: 1, 12-13; Ps 23: 9-10  

Six days before the Passover, 
when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 
the children ran to meet him; 
in their hands they carried palm branches 

and with a loud voice cried out: 

* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 

 

O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory!  
Who is this king of glory? 

He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 
 

* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is not said. 

First Reading Is 50:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed. 
 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with 
speech. Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple.  
The Lord has opened my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by  
the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?  
 

1. All who see me deride me.   

They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.) 

 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me,   
La band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 
can count every one of my bones. (R.) 
 

Second Reading  Phil 2:6-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high. 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God but emptied himself to assume the 
condition of a slave, and became as men are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting 
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all other names so 
that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and 
that every tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:8-9 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  
Christ became obedient for us even to death dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the 
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved 

3. They divide my clothing among them.  
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! (R.) 
 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren  

and praise you where they are assembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.) 

Blessing of the Branches 

  
Almighty ever-living God, 

sanctify these branches with 
your blessing, 

that we, who follow Christ the 
King in exultation, 

may reach the eternal 
Jerusalem through him. 

 

Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. 

 

ALL: Amen. 



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (Continued)  

Gospel Mt 27:11-54  

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  

I am the resurrection and the life. 

Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate, the governor, and the governor put to him this question, ‘Are you the 
king of the Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘It is you who say it.’ But when he was accused by the chief priests and the 
elders he refused to answer at all. Pilate then said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many charges they have 
brought against you?’ But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply to any of the charges. 

At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for the people, anyone they chose. Now 
there was at that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas. So when the crowd gathered, Pilate 
said to them, ‘Which do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’ For Pilate 
knew it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over  

Now as he was seated in the chair of judgement, his wife sent him a message, ‘Have nothing to do with that 
man; I have been upset all day by a dream I had about him.’ 

The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd to demand the release of Barabbas and 
the execution of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to 
release for you?’ they said ‘Barabbas’. ‘But in that case,’ Pilate said to them ‘what am I to do with Jesus who is 
called Christ?’ They all said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ ‘Why?’ he asked ‘What harm has he done?’ But they shout-
ed all the louder, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then Pilate saw that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot 
was imminent. So he took some water, washed his hands in front of the crowd and said, ‘I am innocent of this 
man’s blood. It is your concern.’ And the people, to a man, shouted back, ‘His blood be on us and on our chil-
dren!’ Then he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first scourged and then handed over to 
be crucified. 

The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and collected the whole cohort around him. 
Then they stripped him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having twisted some thorns into a crown they 
put this on his head and placed a reed in his right hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him saying, ‘Hail, 
king of the Jews!’ And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. And when they 
had finished making fun of him, they took off the cloak and dressed him in his own clothes and led him away 
to crucify him. 

On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him to carry his cross. 
When they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the skull, they gave him wine to drink 
mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to drink. When they had finished crucifying him they shared out 
his clothing by casting lots, and then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him. 

Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ At the same 
time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 

The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said ‘So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild 
it in three days! Then save yourself! If you are God’s son, come down from the cross!’ The chief priests with 
the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way. ‘He saved others,’ they said ‘he cannot save himself. He 
is the king of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He put his trust in God; 
now let God rescue him if he wants him. For he did say, “I am the son of God.”’ Even the robbers who were 
crucified with him taunted him in the same way. 

From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus 
cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ 
When some of those who stood there heard this, they said, ‘The man is calling on Elijah,’ and one of them 
quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and putting it on a reed, gave it him to drink. ‘Wait!’ 
said the rest of them ‘and see if Elijah will come to save him.’ But Jesus again crying out in a loud voice, yield-
ed up his spirit. 

At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the rocks were split; the 
tombs opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead, and these, after his resurrection, came 
out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centurion, togeth-
er with the others guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that was taking place, and they were terri-
fied and said, ‘In truth this was a son of God.’ 

 



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (Continued)  

The Apostles Creed    The Creed is said. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;   
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: On the cross at Calvary, Jesus gave his life for the forgiveness of sins. Trusting in his compassion and 

love, let us bring our needs before the Lord.  
 

Reader: We pray for the Church, may it continue the ministry of Jesus by continually aligning itself with the 
poor, marginalised, oppressed, and vulnerable. (pause) Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for Catholics around the world. That they will experience the strength of their faith community 
when gathered worship is not possible. (pause) Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for people who are alone, for the sick, the suffering and those who love them. That they will 
find solace in your love. We pray especially for those experiencing isolation during these coronavirus  
restrictions. (pause) Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for a blessing on our St. Mark’s community, that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust 
and friendship, where all are known and cared for (pause) Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for those who have died…….may they know the presence of God for all eternity (pause) 
Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: God of exceeding goodness, you sent your son, Jesus, to reveal your love for the world by his life, 
death, and resurrection. Hear our prayers that by the blood of Christ, we might be joined together with 
all creation in singing your praise. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

All:   Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon Ps.68:21 - 22 

I My heart expected reproach and misery, and I looked for one who would grieve together with me, and I found 
none; and they gave me gall for my food, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.  
  

 

Preface of Passion Sunday  The Passion of the Lord  

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

For though innocent he suffered willingly for sinners 

and accepted unjust condemnation to save the guilty. 
His Death has washed away our sins,  
and his Resurrection has purchased our justification. 

And so, with all the Angels, we praise you, as in joyful celebration we, acclaim:  

Communion Antiphon Mt 26:42 

Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, your will be done. 
 

Conclude:  
Our Father - Hail Mary - Glory Be   
Our Lady Help of Christians Patroness of Australia Pray for us 

St Mark & St Mary of the Cross Mackillop Pray for us  



 

Gospel Reflection 

The Passion narrative, as described in the gospel of Matthew, is keen to 
drive home two particular points. Firstly, throughout this gospel, the gospel 
writer is at pains to demonstrate Jesus as fulfilling the prophecy of scripture. 
At the time of the arrest and the use of the thirty pieces of silver, we are  
reminded that these things took place to fulfil scripture. Secondly, this  
particular gospel emphasises the innocence of Jesus throughout the  
passion narrative: he is ‘sold out’ by one of his followers; his trial before the 
Sanhedrin is a farce; his most loyal follower denies association with him;  
Pilate declares himself innocent of Jesus’ blood and the crowd accepts the 
consequences of their actions. At no point is any hint of guilt cast over  
Jesus. He is an innocent whose fate has been manipulated by others. In this 
gospel there is no conversation between Jesus and the criminals between 
whom he is crucified. There is no suggestion that Jesus too is a  
criminal who is deserving of his fate. His innocence is manifest. 

These two themes merge together in this gospel. The manner of Jesus’ arrest, trial and death are all in accordance 
with the prophecy of scripture (i.e. in accordance with God’s will), and yet it is emphasised throughout that Jesus is 
innocent. There can be no accusation that Jesus is in any way deserving of his treatment and yet what befalls him is 
in keeping with God’s plan. It emphasises the sacrificial act made by Jesus: a proven innocent giving his life for the 
good of others. The actions of those who plot against Jesus to seek his downfall actually serve to bring about his 
purpose. No other outcome was possible. The writer assures the audience that the death of Jesus was no accident; 
it was intended from the very beginning. 

Scriptural context – Passion narratives  

Towards the end of the 19th Century, the German scholar, Martin Kähler, described the gospels as ‘passion  
narratives with lengthy introductions’. Over time, this description was more commonly applied to the gospel of Mark, 
but it is quite true of all four gospels. The passion elements are the climax of each gospel narrative and were  
probably written first to establish the unique interpretation of each of the gospel communities. The remainder of the 
gospel was written to ‘set the scene’ for the culmination of the message in the passion. Reading the four accounts of 
the passion reveal the unique styles and themes of the different gospel writers. 

Different View – The Blame Game 

This Passion narrative has been used in the past as justification for persecution of Jews. The text has the people of 
Jerusalem calling out, ‘his blood be on us and on our children!’ This has been interpreted (poorly) as reason to  
condemn all subsequent generations of Jews for the death of Jesus. However, this gospel was written in the  
aftermath of the fall of Jerusalem and destruction of the Temple in 70 CE. The gospel writer sought some  
explanation for this disaster in the story of Jesus’ life and death: it is the children of the crowd at Jesus’ death who 
suffered in the fall of Jerusalem. 

Gospel Focus – Uniquely Matthew    

The passion narrative in the gospel of Matthew follows the gospel of Mark very closely. However, unlike in other 
sections of the gospel the Matthew writer has not just inserted sections from the Mark account. Rather, the material 
is reworked and given a unique Matthean ‘flavour’. In addition, the Matthew account includes five events that are not 
found in the Mark account: Judas hanging himself (27:3-10); Pilate's wife's dream (27:19); Pilate's washing his hands 
(27:24-25); extraordinary events at the time of Jesus' death (27:51b-53); sealing and guarding the tomb (28:62-66). 

Questions for Adults 

Q. Why might the passion narratives have been the first parts of the gospels to be written? 

Q. How do you respond to hearing or reading the Passion? 

Q. Why might some people see the Cross as an odd symbol for Christianity? 

Q. How does the story of Christ’s Passion play out in our own lives today? 

Learning moments 

Break the narrative of the Passion into a number of ‘movements’ or phases. For each ‘movement’ identify an image 
or symbol that conveys the meaning of that particular movement. 
Imagine that you are producing a film based on Matthew’s account of the Passion. Select a section of the narrative 
and identify elements of a film that would best depict this part of the narrative (e.g. camera angles, style of musical 
score, use of close up or wide angle shot, pace, etc).              © Greg Sunter 



 
In light of the closure of churches by order of the federal government, the 
Archdiocese of Sydney has this week decided to temporarily halt printing  

Read The Catholic Weekly online    
    www.catholicweekly.com.auwww.catholicweekly.com.auwww.catholicweekly.com.auwww.catholicweekly.com.au        

Keep Keep Keep Keep 
them in them in them in them in 

your your your your 
prayers prayers prayers prayers     

In your love and concern, please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  

Mario Di Palma, Thu Hoang (Deacon John’s cousin),  
Fr. Emmanuel Seo,Fr Don Willoughby, Monsignor Bill Mullins, 
Shelia Orsborn, Patricia Ryan, Brian McCarthy, Eileen O’Neill,  
Meagan Ficarra, Brian & Ann Johnson, Sr. Carmel Clancy and  
Sr Claire Burgess & all St. Mark’s Parish community members 
unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & those we are remembering at this time:  

Pauline Brown, George Brown, Maria Zoccali,  Martino, 
Cornelius and Agatha, Judy Moran, Helen Jones,  
Kevin Fahy, Rita Rota, Cynthia Avril and Michelle Crothers. 

   

Recently Deceased: Fr Ray Farrell (PP Auburn)  
Antonio Scundi, Eluan (Celine Cheng’s cousin),   
Mother Isa Della Vicario and Margaret Maunsell. 
We pray for those who have died and  offer our prayers  
to their families.  

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  
5th April 2020 

 

Dominic, 47 is a former teacher and father of six from Papua New Guinea. In 2016, he 
became involved with the Caritas Australia’s Safe House and Family Anonymous programs 
and turned a difficult life and an unhappy relationship around. The program provides 
gender-based violence prevention training, counselling services and safe accommodation 
for women and children survivors of violence. Now a community trainer, he works with 
other men to help them to change their behaviour and build more harmonious family lives. 
Dominic and his wife, Christophylda say that their relationship has been transformed – and 
their family life is now harmonious, happy and safe.  
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help support Safe House project and help 
bring greater harmony to families in Papua New Guinea.   

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, (can be 

returned when Masses recommence) by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 

BE OPENED..  

To Death 

Silent God,   
Even in the stillness,  
You never abandon 
your people,  
 
Your heart breaks open 
In the extreme depths of 
our human suffering. 
 
We believe in your power 
To bring life from situa‐
tions of death. 
 
May the whole world 
know the power of your 
love,  a love that brings 
light from darkness and new life from death with and in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
Amen  

A Coronavirus Prayer ‐ For those who care for the sick  
For those seeking a cure for the virus Father of mercies, we thank you for all who care for the sick.  

When they diagnose, give them patience.  
When they protect the vulnerable, give them your protection.  

When they work to heal, give them strength.  
When they comfort, give them consolation. When they are tired, give them rest. When they are discouraged, bring 

them your hope. May we welcome and respect them as we support one another in this time of trial. 



 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Deacon: Rev Mr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

  Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795     
e: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

visit: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  
 

St. Mark’s Parish acknowledges the Wangal people, the traditional owners and 
custodians of the land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them and for 

their care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.  

Palm Sunday - The History  

(first known as Pasha) originated in the Jerusalem 

Church around the late third or early fourth 

century. Ceremonies consisted of prayers, hymns, 

and sermons as people moved through the 

numerous holy sites within the city. At the last site, 

the place of Jesus’ ascension into heaven, the 

clergy would read the biblical account of Jesus’ 

Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. Then as evening 

approached, the people would return to the city 

reci�ng: “Blessed is He that comes in the name of 

the Lord” (Ma�hew 21:9). By the fi.h century, the 

celebra�on had spread as far as Constan�nople. It 

wasn’t un�l the sixth and seventh centuries that 

the ritual blessing of the palms was added. A 

morning procession replaced the evening one and 

by the eighth century, the Western Church was 

celebra�ng “Dominica in Palmis” or “Palm Sunday.  



 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 

you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 

Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 


