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Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 
                              

Events in our world, country, city and Parish have moved at breakneck speed over the last few days: from the 24 hours for the 

Lord last Friday and Saturday to St Mark’s outdoor Masses last weekend, to the closure of all places of worship and non-

essential movement, and all public Masses have ceased during this lockdown. All this with the devastating news reports of 

sickness, suffering and death in the wake of the Pandemic have left many stunned and bewildered. 
 

Immediately, people began to reach-out-to-each-other in love, mercy and compassion. Our Parish including Deacon John and 

myself are also available to help and can be contacted anytime for those in need. We are working  on an email database and 

will endeavour to keep our website up-to-date.  We hope to have Sunday Mass available on our website with resources for you 

and your family to pray together. If you know of anyone who does not have access to the internet, we will endeavour to 

deliver resources for Sunday prayer and worship, please let the office know.  
 

I would encourage you to ponder and reflect on the readings for the Sunday and if possible, to have a communal prayer time 

with those in your home. This Sunday Gospel of Jesus raising his friend Lazarus to life is very inspiring. Jesus is a good friend 

with Mary, Martha and Lazarus. When his friend Lazarus died, Jesus wept for him, it is recorded in the scriptures how moved 

and upset Jesus was by these events surrounding him. 

The scriptures speak of light and darkness, death and life, the power of belief, resurrection and eternal life. 

It comforts me to know that Jesus was upset and distressed at times. In the preface of Mass this Sunday it proclaims, “For as 

true man he wept for Lazarus his friend and as eternal God raised him from the tomb, just as, taking pity on the human race, 

he leads us by sacred mysteries to new life.” God willing, we will overcome present difficulties and come out of the tomb of 

isolation and social distancing to new life. May we be “untied and let go” from all doubt and worry. May God grant strength to 

our leaders, doctors, nurses and all who work in health or allied services, as-well-as those who are affected by this Pandemic.   
 

I offer a private Mass each day for you, your family & friends, for those suffering and sick and for all who care for them.  

Contact the Parish office anytime if you have a Mass intention, if you know of anyone in need or would like to speak to the 

clergy.  St Mark’s Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

Our Drummoyne conference of The St Vincent de Paul Society is helping families.   

CatholicCare have a help hotline for assistance. 13 18 19  
Butterfly Buddies are reaching out to the vulnerable.   

Click on the links below for more details  

h�ps://www.vinnies.org.au/page/News/

Na�onal/COVID_19_Update/  
h�ps://www.catholiccare.org/

catholiccare-learn-more/covid-19/  

h�p://touchedbyolivia.com.au/  

h�ps://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/pray-at-home/  



Fifth Sunday of Lent A 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 42:1-2 

Give me justice, O God, 
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 
for you, O God, are my strength. 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is not said. 

First Reading Ez 37:12-14 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live. 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my  
people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves 
and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall resettle 
you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 129. R. v.7 

(R.) With the Lord there is mercy 

and fullness of redemption. 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,  

Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 

to the voice of my pleading. (R.) 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,  
Lord, who would survive? 

But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you. (R.) 

Second Reading  Rom 8:8-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he will give life to your own mortal bodies. 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests,  
however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, 
unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it is  
because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been  
justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from 
the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 

Gospel Acclamation See Jn 11:25. 26 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!  
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights re-
served. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights re-
served 

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord,  
I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 

more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 

and Israel on the Lord.) (R.) 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy  

and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 

from all its iniquity. (R.) 



Fifth Sunday of Lent A (Continued)  

Gospel Jn 11:1-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

I am the resurrection and the life. 

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and  
Martha, and he was ill. – It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with 
ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is 
ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through 
it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he 
was for two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not 
long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? 

A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling 

because he has the light of this world to see by; 
but if he walks at night he stumbles, 
because there is no light to guide him.’ 

He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of  
Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your 
sake I am glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as 
the Twin – said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two 
miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. 
Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that even now, what-
ever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know 
he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me 

will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this 
world.’ 

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and 
wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; 
he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house sympathising with 
Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 

Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Je-
sus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, 
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some 
who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still 
sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone 
away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told 
you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his 
eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me, 
but I speak 

for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet 
and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go 
free.’ 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 



Fifth Sunday of Lent A (Continued)  
The Creed is said. 

The Apostles Creed     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
 he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;   
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: With Martha we proclaim, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of God’, and so with faith bring our needs  

before the Lord. 
 

Reader: We pray that those who grieve will be comforted by Christ who wept at the tomb of Lazarus. (pause) 
Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray that the Spirit of God will dwell our St. Mark’s community as Easter draws near. (pause) 
Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray that those who affected by the spread of coronavirus disease may be strengthened by God’s 
love and comfort. (pause) 
Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray that those who have died will rise with Christ on the last day, including ….. (pause) 
Lord, hear us. 

All:   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: God, source of hope and life everlasting, you tell your people through the prophet Ezekiel “I am now 
going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your grave.” Hear our prayers that our faith in 
you might be strengthened and our lives transformed. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:   Amen. 
 

Offertory Antiphon Ps.118:7.10.17.25 

I will praise you O Lord, with an upright heart. Deal bountifully with your servant, that I may live and keep your 
words. Enliven me according to your word, O Lord.  
 

Preface of the Fifth Sunday of Lent  
 

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

For as true man he wept for Lazarus his friend 

and as eternal God raised him from the tomb, 
just as, taking pity on the human race, 
he leads us by sacred mysteries to new life. 

 

Communion Antiphon Cf. Jn 11:26 

Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says the Lord. 
 

Conclude:  
Our Father - Hail Mary - Glory Be   
Our Lady Help of Christians Patroness of Australia Pray for us 

St Mark & St Mary of the Cross Mackillop Pray for us  



 

Gospel Reflection 

The third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent in Year A feature significant 
passages from the gospel of John. The first of the three readings was the 
story of the Samaritan woman at the well, to whom Jesus described him-
self as Living Water. The second was the healing of the blind man and 
Jesus declaring himself to be the Light of the World. In today’s passage 
about the death and raising of Lazarus, Jesus declares, ‘I am the resur-
rection and the life.’ Living Water; Light of the World; and the Resurrection 
and the Life – three important images of Jesus that all emerge from the 
gospel of John. Each of the events relate to Jesus’ response to some 
physical need: thirst; blindness; and death. However, in each case, Jesus 
not only responds to the physical need but also reveals a truth about him-
self that leads people to belief. 

The raising of Lazarus marks a turning point in the gospel of John. Chap-
ter 11 concludes with the Jewish authorities plotting to arrest Jesus and then Chapter 12 begins the final week of 
Jesus’ life in Jerusalem. The significance of this episode is highlighted by the disciples who question Jesus about 
the wisdom of going back to Judea when the people there had wanted to stone Jesus to death. In going to save the 
life of his friend, Lazarus, Jesus knows that he is journeying towards his own death. In fact, the end of Chapter 11 
makes clear that it is some of the witnesses to the raising of Lazarus who go and complain to the authorities and 
precipitate the action against Jesus. In the gospel of John, it is the episode with Lazarus that effectively signs Jesus’ 
death warrant. The gospel makes clear that Jesus gives up his own life so that Lazarus may live. 

Scriptural context – Jesus wept 

‘Jesus wept’ is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Just two little words carry a world of emotion and speak 
volumes about Jesus. Pope Leo I used this verse to highlight the two natures of Jesus, pointing out that in his hu-
manity, Jesus wept for the death of his friend, but in his divinity Jesus raised Lazarus to life. Lazarus and his sisters 
were close friends of Jesus and Jesus is clearly emotional about the death and its effect on Martha and Mary. That 
Jesus is about to restore Lazarus to life does not deny the grief and mourning at Lazarus’ death.  

Living the Gospel – Unbind him, let him go free 

To see a man bound up for burial suddenly come walking from his tomb must have been an unnerving experience to 
say the least. However, Jesus calmly commands the astonished onlookers to ‘unbind him, let him go free’. These 
words speak to us today as we come to the end of the Lenten season and approach the celebration of Easter. What 
are the things that ‘bind’ us? From what do we need to be released so that we may ‘go free’? Are they bindings 
placed by ourselves or others? What will it take to be unbound? 

Gospel Focus – Death for Life  

The gospel writer paints the picture that Jesus is fully conscious of the implications of his return to Judea. As the 
events of the Passion unfold through this gospel, the reader has a very clear impression in their mind that if Jesus 
had not come to Judea; had not raised Lazarus; then he would not have been arrested and crucified. The reader is 
also drawn into the revelation that the sacrifice of Jesus was not solely for Lazarus but rather for all humanity. This 
realisation leads the reader to the ultimate humbling conclusion that if the sacrifice of Jesus was for people then the 

reader themself is also the recipient of that sacrifice. 

Questions for Adults 

Q. What conclusions can be drawn from the fact that Jesus was friends with a family who lived only two miles from 
Jerusalem? 

Q. What other evidence is in the text to suggest that Jesus had been in Jerusalem before this event? 

Q. In what ways can the story of Lazarus be applied to the need for reconciliation with self and others? 

Q. What aspects of your life do you need to ‘die’ to or let go of to enter into a fuller, richer life? 

Learning moments 

Conduct an online search for images of the raising of Lazarus. What ‘truths’ are conveyed through the different art-
ists’ interpretation? 

Construct an image to assist you to reflect on the story of your life and the moments of ‘death’, sadness or disap-
pointment in your life and times of ‘new life’, joy and hope. Use this reflection as the source of prayer. 

© Greg Sunter 



 

As	you	would	be	aware	events	surrounding	the	corona	virus	

have	rapidly	overtaken	everyone.	

In	light	of	the	closure	of	churches	by	order	of	the	federal	

government,	the	Archdiocese	of	Sydney	has	this	week	decided	to	

temporarily	halt	printing		

The	Catholic	Weekly.	Visit	our	website	: www.catholicweekly.com.au	 	

Keep Keep Keep Keep 
them in them in them in them in 

your your your your 
prayers prayers prayers prayers     

In your love and concern, please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  

Thu Hoang (Deacon John’s cousin) Fr. Emmanuel Seo,  
Fr Don Willoughby, Monsignor Bill Mullins, Shelia Orsborn,  
Patricia Ryan, Brian McCarthy, Eileen O’Neill, Meagan 
Ficarra, Brian & Ann Johnson, Sr. Carmel Clancy and   
Sr Claire Burgess & all St. Mark’s Parish community 

members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & hose we are remembering at this time:  

Maria Zoccali,  Martino, Cornelius and Agatha, Judy Moran, 
Helen Jones, Kevin Fahy, Rita Rota, Cynthia Avril, Michelle 
Crothers and Tony Lorizio. 

   

Recently Deceased: Fr Ray Farrell (PP Auburn)  
Antonio Scundi, Eluan (Celine Cheng’s cousin),   
Mother Isa Della Vicario and Margaret Maunsell. 
We pray for those who have died and  offer our prayers  

to their families.  

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

29th March 2020 

 

Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl, living with a disability. She lives in a village in northern Malawi 
in a region plagued by food insecurity and poverty. For most of her life, her parents have 
struggled to put meals on the table. Tawonga often had to miss school because she was 
too sick from hunger. The family also faced discrimination in their community due to her 
disability. Since participating in a Caritas Australia supported program, Tawonga’s life has 
transformed. Her family now grows enough food to provide three meals a day, ending the 
struggle of malnutrition, and helping her thrive at school.  
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to so this transformational program can 
continue to empower vulnerable women, men and children, and strengthen the 
communities around them.   
 

Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by 
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

BE OPENED..  

To Believe 

God of Freedom,  
You remove all that  
binds us 
into pattens of death and  
Breathe new life 
into every worn-out soul.  
 
We cry to you for release 
from all that binds us.  
 
Roll away the stone that 
blocks;  
Loosen the tightness of 
our lives;  
call us forth from the 
tomb of our despair into 
the newness of life.  
 
We ask this prayer in the name of your Son, Jesus,  
who is the Life of the world.  
Amen  

A Coronavirus Prayer 
Loving God, Your desire is for our wholeness and well being. We hold in tenderness and prayer the collective 
suffering of our world at this time. We grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened. We ache for 

ourselves and our neighbours, standing before an uncertain future. We pray: may love, not fear, go viral.  
Inspire our leaders to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common good. 

Help us to practice social distancing and reveal to us new and creative ways to come together in spirit and in 
solidarity. Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence, 

You, the God who does not abandon. 



 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Deacon: Rev Mr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

  Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795     
e: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au   visit: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

St. Mark’s Parish acknowledges the Wangal people, the traditional owners and 

custodians of the land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them and for 

their care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

St Isidore of Seville was born in Spain in C. 560 

AD to parents of high social rank. His elder 

brother, St Leander, served as Archbishop 

and was one of a body of learned men who 

taught Isidore at the Cathedral school of  

Seville. Following his brother’s death in C. 600 

AD, Isidore succeeded as Archbishop of  

Seville. During his 32 years of service, he 

worked to assimilate the remaining Roman 

culture with the ruling barbarian culture of 

the Visigoths through education – introducing 

his countrymen to the Greek philosopher  

Aristotle. Regarded as one of the most 

learned men of his age, Isidore was the first 

Christian writer to attempt to compile an  

encyclopedia of universal knowledge. In 1997, 

he was nominated to be the patron saint of 

the internet by Pope John Paul II.  



 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 

you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 

Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 


