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Today is the 4th Sunday of Lent called Laetare 

Sunday. Laetare is a Latin word that means 

“rejoice.” Laetare Sunday is also known as 

Rose Sunday, and customarily the colour 

‘Rose’ is worn at Mass.   

	NOTICE	FROM	PARISH	PRIEST		
The human family is facing a most serious crisis with the coronavirus. We must be mindful of the common good, always 
weighing our actions in terms of their possible ramifications and effects on other citizens. Let us cooperate fully with the 
efforts at “social distancing”. Let us also look out for each other, using phone and social media to keep in touch, 
encouraging each other during these difficult days. St Mark’s Parish will comply with the directions of the Government 
and the Archdiocese of Sydney. 
 

ST	MARK’S	CHURCH:		
So long as it is possible, St Mark’s s will continue as a “spiritual oasis”. St Mark’s Church will remain open each day for 
personal Prayer with the Parish Priest and Deacon available for Pastoral care.  
Children’s Liturgy has been suspended until further notice.  

MASS	AT	ST	MARK’S:	Masses in the Church  are restricted to 100 people (4 parishioners per pew). Spread out in and 
around the Church. The Gallery (upstairs) is closed. Masses with more than 100 e.g. 9:00am Mass we will take place 
outside on the lawn (weather permitting). You may wish to bring a fold up chair - there will be some limited seating for 
the elderly provided.  
Communion from the Chalice is suspended and Holy Communion will be given only in the Hand.  
The Sign of Peace with “Peace be with you” and offer a smile, wave, nod or bow (no contact).  
Collection Plate will be provided at a set place and will not be handed around or you can use the ‘tap and go’ machines 
in our Church foyer.  

SACRAMENTS:  
BAPTISM: 
Baptism Preparation held on the first Sunday of each month is cancelled until further notice. Preparation will be 
provided to all parents in a preparation pack that can be done at home.  
Baptism Presentation usually at Mass on the weekends, this is cancelled. 
Baptism Ceremonies will still be celebrated individually with numbers attending a ceremony limited to 100.   

HOLY COMMUNION (FIRST EUCHARIST):  
Our Preparation and celebration for candidates has been moved to November with further updates closer to the time.  

CONFIRMATION:  
Our Sacrament of Confirmation to be held in September 2020 (letter & application form due out on the  
19 June 2020) is at the decision of the Archdiocese of Sydney and they will update parishes on September Confirmations 
closer to the time. Any further updates will be on our Parish website.   

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE(FIRST RECONCILIATION | CONFESSION): This Sacrament normally held in Term 4 
will be moved to 2021 with a date and details to be decided. This Sacrament is available at normal times in our Church.   

MARRIAGES:  
Our Parish will continue to celebrate marriages with numbers limited to 100. Contact the Parish office for any changes 
required.  
 

These precautions will continue until the COVID-19 virus has run it course or our Parish is advised otherwise. Our Parish 
website will offer links to Prayer Resource, Printed Material including our weekly Bulletin, updates on Mass and Parish 
happenings, Mass on Demand, St Mary’s Cathedral live stream Easter Services and Mass and live stream services from 
other Parishes. This notification is issued in-conjunction with the Archbishop’s Pastoral Letter and the Directions for the 
Archdiocese of Sydney on COVID-19.   

Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 
                             19 March 2020  

St Mark’s Parish Website: .https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/  



 

 Pastoral Letter to the Pastors and People of the Archdiocese of Sydney in a Time of Pandemic  
18 March 2020  

Apocalypse now?  
Drought, fires, storms and now plague. It can feel like the end of the world is coming.  
 

In a sense it is. The world as we know it is being turned upside down – at least temporarily – as many get 
sick and some die from COVID-19, and so much of ordinary life is put on hold.  
 

The Church is not immune. I was recently tested for COVID-19 and put into self-isolation myself and, 
though happily I tested negative, I know the disruption and anxiety people are experiencing.  
 

But in times like these it’s important not to panic or lose heart. If this pandemic shakes us up and starts us 
thinking about who or what’s most important to us and what we should be doing with our lives, that can be a 
good thing.  
 

Worshipping in spirit and in truth  
One of the great Lent gospels is the story of the woman at the well. The woman asked some questions about 
worship. ‘The hour is coming,’ Jesus answered her, ‘indeed it is here already, when true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth.’ (Jn 4:23)  
 

What does that require of us at present? Several instructions have already come from health authorities and 
the Church. Outside gatherings of more than 500 people and indoors gatherings of 100 have been forbidden; 
in due course the public celebration of Mass may have to be suspended.  
 

Individuals have already been asked, before attending liturgical celebrations, to consider their own health – 
both their potential to infect others and their susceptibility to infection. Parishioners or clergy who feel 
unwell or have flu-like symptoms should remain at home. Please be assured that the rest of us will be 
praying for you.  
 

With this letter I am today issuing some new directives for the celebration of the sacraments and pastoral 
care in the Archdiocese during this pandemic.  
 

The Church in Australia was founded at a time when the Mass could not be celebrated on these shores and 
our forefathers and mothers waited for years to receive the Holy Eucharist. For us it will be at worst a matter 
of weeks or months. But just as prayer sustained them through those times, so can it for us today.  
 

We are now all going on retreat together  
Our enforced retreat from the world can be an opportunity to grow closer to God and more prayerful.  
People were greatly edified by recent images of Pope Francis’ pilgrimage on foot through the empty streets 
of Rome to the image of Our Lady of Health. Let’s join him, then, in prayer and fasting for those who have 
died or are suffering from COVID-19, those at risk or anxious, those treating the sick or seeking a cure, as 
well as those who are leading us. The power of prayer, married with the wisdom of health experts, will ease 
and hopefully eliminate this disease.  
 

I ask that, as far as possible, churches remain open at this time to signal our continuing availability and as an 
incentive to private prayer. The Blessed Sacrament might at times be exposed in the monstrance for this 
purpose. Prayers of intercession for an end to the epidemic and for the safety of all should be included in 
Masses, the Divine Office, as well as private prayers. I ask consecrated religious to redouble their 
intercessory prayers for us all.  



Continued pastoral care of the sick  
Please be assured that any Catholic who contracts COVID-19 will as far as possible be assisted by our clergy with 
the sacraments and other pastoral care. It’s at times like these that our pastors really shine.  
 

Clergy will continue attending the sick, elderly and incarcerated to provide Confession, Anointing of the Sick, 
Holy Communion and other pastoral care, unless they are themselves at risk of transmitting the virus. All 
ministers should follow precautions recommended by health authorities when visiting people’s homes, aged care 
facilities, hospitals, prisons and detention centres.  
 

Where a priest tests positive for COVID-19 or is required to self-isolate, every effort will be made to find a 
supply priest to take his place. In some places the cancellation of Masses may be required and/or provision of a 
Liturgy of the Word with distribution of Holy Communion.  
 

Even if physical distancing is sometimes desirable, ‘social distancing’ is never so. We all need human company. 
So in addition to the sacramental care provided by parishes, healthy young volunteers and others should consider 
prudent ways to check in with the sick, frail elderly or otherwise isolated to inquire whether they have particular 
needs – for groceries, medicine, pastoral care or simple company. Individuals could cook meals and deliver them 
to the doorsteps of those in isolation. Modern technologies can also assist in overcoming some people’s sense of 
isolation.  
 

To help people maintain their physical health and spiritual life through this crisis, we have a page on our 
archdiocesan website. For latest updates, prayers and spiritual resources, and to watch Mass online visit  

h�ps://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/  
 

In this difficult time I entrust our Archdiocese and our nation to the intercession of Our Lady, Help of Christians, 
of Lourdes, and of Good Health. God bless you all.  
 

             Yours sincerely in Christ  
 

 

HEALING  

IN  

THE  

SILENCE 

Come together before the Lord to Pray, Reflect 
& make reparation for all those hurting and 

lonely or wanting to take some time out in 
preparation for Easter .  

Eucharistic Adoration with the Sacrament of 
Penance.  

Stay for the hour or come for  

as long as you can. 

St Mark’s Church Fridays during Lent  from 

7.00pm - 8:00pm un l further no ce  



Directions for the Archdiocese of Sydney  
 

from 18 March 2020 until further notice  

 With respect to the Celebration of Mass and other Liturgies  
 

 Many people are already self-selecting to stay at home and attendance at many Masses will predictably be 
under 100. But for the sake of caution during this time of pandemic and on the advice of the Bishops 
Conference, the following directions will be observed in the Archdiocese of Sydney:  
 

♦ no indoor Mass or Church event should be conducted with more than 100 attendees; no outdoor event for 
more than 500 people  
 

♦ if more than 100 attendees might be expected for an indoor Mass or other Church event, it should be 
cancelled, postponed, ticketed, moved outside or split over two or more time-slots or venues (linked by 
live-stream and provision of Holy Communion)  
 

♦ priests are thus granted permission to celebrate multiple Sunday Masses as necessary  
 

♦ holy water should be removed from all stoups but still to be available for taking home  
 

♦ alcohol-based gels (or the like) should be available near church entrances, confessionals, baptisteries and 
in the sanctuary  
 

♦ attendees should be encouraged to spread out around the church (‘physical distancing’)  
 

♦ all ministers of Holy Communion should disinfect their hands before and after distributing  
 

♦ in the Ordinary Form of the Latin Rite, the Body of Christ should only be administered in the hand and 
the Chalice should only be received by the celebrant, with any concelebrants intincting from a second 
chalice  
 

♦ the Sign of Peace should be omitted or limited to saying ‘Peace be with you’ with a nod or bow; no hand-

shaking or hand-holding should occur here or at the Our Father  
 

♦ hymn books should not be used  
 

♦ collection plates should not be passed from person to person; baskets on long handles, leaving collection 
bowls or electronic ‘tap and go’ terminals may be used and direct debit encouraged  
 

Apart from Mass…  
Whether or not public Masses continue to be celebrated the following directives are also issued:  
 

♦ as far as possible, churches should remain open to allow private prayer; the Blessed Sacrament might be 
exposed in the monstrance for this purpose (as long as fewer than 100 are attending and with the usual 
provisions for reverence and security of the Sacrament)  

 

♦ on some days when this is liturgically permitted (see Ordo pp. 10-11), priests should offer the Mass for 
the Sick, the Mass for Any Need or a votive Mass such as that of Our Lady of Lourdes 



 

♦ prayers of intercession for an end to the pandemic and for the safety of all should be included in Masses, in 
the Divine Office, and in private prayers; houses of consecrated religious are asked to redouble their 
intercessory prayers also  
 

♦ Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals may be celebrated, if necessary restricted to immediate family; baptisms 
and weddings can, of course, be postponed  
 

♦ preparation for and celebration of First Confession, First Communion and Confirmation for children should 
be postponed until the pandemic is over  
 

♦ all ministers should follow precautions recommended by health authorities when visiting people’s homes, 
aged care facilities, hospitals, prisons and detention centres  
 

♦ when Anointing the Sick, priests are given permission to lay on hands by holding them above rather than 
upon the head and to anoint using a cotton wool ball or bud or a protective glove which can be disposed of 
appropriately after a single use; anointing the head would be sufficient  
 

♦ priests will abide by all civil restrictions while seeking to be as pastorally available and creative as possible 
in the circumstances; they should ensure that parishioners can contact them in emergencies.  

 

If the Public Celebration of Mass is eventually suspended  
If the public celebration of the Mass is eventually suspended, the following additional directions will be observed 
in the Archdiocese of Sydney:  
 

♦ all but priests are dispensed from attending Sunday Mass: the faithful can keep holy their Sunday by setting 
aside some time for prayer at home, reading the Scriptures of the day, watching Mass on television or online, 
and asking God for the graces they would normally receive in Holy Communion  
 

♦ priests should celebrate daily Mass privately and offer it on behalf of those who cannot attend and for the 
whole nation  
 

♦ churches should as far as possible remain open for private prayer  
 

♦ the Second and Third Rites of Reconciliation should not be used; First Rite Confessions should only be heard 
through a grill covered with a protective cloth  
 

♦ priests should consider continuing to publish their weekly parish bulletin on-line with advice and a weekly 
homily/reflection  
 

♦ Sunday Mass and Holy Week services will be celebrated privately at the cathedral and be live-streamed or 
available on demand at https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ 

 

Further instructions will be issued by the Liturgy Office regarding Baptisms of several children, the RCIA and the 
various rites of the Triduum (if these go ahead).  
 

These directives will be reviewed as required.  
 

 

                                                                               
 

                      (Most Rev.) Anthony Fisher OP  
                                                                                                                        Archbishop of Sydney  

 
*		Out	of	dark,	faith	shines			 	 	 	 	 	 	  

*	Francis	walks	Rome’s	deserted	streets	to	pray			 	 	 	 	
*	Dad	deacon	assists	son’s	consecration		 	 	
*	The	Catholics	who	don’t	believe	in	God	 	Only	$2.00	available	from	the	Church	foyer	



 Today’s Liturgy.Today’s Liturgy.Today’s Liturgy.Today’s Liturgy. 
Entrance Antiphon:                Cf. Is 66:10-11       
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult 
and be satisfied at her consoling breast.  
 

First Reading:                     1 Sm 16:1. 6-7. 10-13     

Samuel annoints David king.       
 

Responsorial Psalm:			                 Ps 22 R. v.1       

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing 
I shall want.   
 

Second Reading:                  Eph 5:8-14       

Live in the light.    

Gospel Acclamation:                      Jn 8:12         

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus 
Christ! I am the light of the world, says the 
Lord; whoever follows me will have the 
light of life. Glory to you, Word of God, 
Lord Jesus Christ!  

Gospel:     Jn 9:1-41  or  Jn 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38         

On the Sabbath, Jesus cures a man who 
was blind from birth.      

Offertory Antiphon:                      Ps 134:3-6     

Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good: sing 
to his name, for he is gracious! Whatever 
the Lord pleases he does in heaven and 
on earth.           

Communion Antiphon:          Cf. Jn 9:11,38   

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I 
washed, I saw and I believed in God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

BE OPENED.. To See  
O God of the journey, your word is  

a lamp for our feet and a guiding light  
for our path.  

  Open our minds, enlighten our hearts, 
That we may see your love’s glow  

in all we meet, and that even in the  
  dark, we may trust  your light to shine.  

  May your light bring us clarity of  
       vision, peace of mind, and courage  

to act justly in our world.  
We ask this prayer through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, who is the Light of the 

world.   Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Apostles Creed     

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  
our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again  
from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Next Week:   
 Fifth Sunday of Lent   

Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11;   
Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45  

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE. 

At St Mark’s Church we will suspend Communion from the Chalice.  

Also we invite parishioners to reverence each other at the Sign of Peace 

with “Peace be with you” and offer a smile, wave, nod or bow.  

 

 

We may all be aware of the Coronavirus pandemic that is going on at the moment. As the number of deaths and infected 

keep increasing every day, many of us start to feel anxious, panic or even confused.  

It is understandable because of our love and concern about the well-being of our family, friends and ourselves. Furthermore, the 

number of deaths and infected people is not just a soulless number. They are our brothers and sisters. 
 

Here, we may have asked ourselves questions such as how can we keep ourselves and our family safe and at peace during 

this tragic time? How does our faith help us in dealing with this frighten disease?   
 

As Catholics, we should not allow ourselves to fall into despair or lose faith and hope in any circumstance. With faith and 

hope, we see a brighter future where God is at work together with scientists to find the cure. There, God works through authorities 

in their efforts to control and limit the spread of the virus.  
 

However, because of human weaknesses, we often forget about the presence of God in our lives and are quite easy for us 

to lose faith in Him. Therefore, Jesus keeps reminding us again and again in his teachings: Believe in God and also in me (Jn 14:1).  

He invites each one of us not to give up but to hope all things and to endure all things (1 Cor 13:7).  

 

Jesus, in today’s gospel, tells us that He is the light of the world. The light that will lead people through even the darkest 

moment in their lives. As his followers, we need not only to receive the light from Jesus but also become the light for others. We 

are called to be a source of great encouragement for others in this difficult time. We also need to remember that we have God who 

can and would arrange everything for us and we have faith which is God’s gift to help us overcome every storm.  

Yours	in	Christ,			

Deacon	John	Pham		



St Mark’s Parish Mass Times  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS - 28/29 MARCH 2020    
 Fifth Sunday of Lent  - Year A  

NEXT 

 WEEK: WORD 
COMMUNION 
(if required) 

SERVER/ 
JEM 

Children’s 
Liturgy  

Saturday 
6.00 PM 

R Harris 
M Bullock 

M Griffin  
S Looi  

A Griffin    

Sunday 
9:00 AM 

N Goodman 
I Cumberworth 
B Bateman  

M Jimenez 
C O’Neill 
S Williams  

K Cox  /  
E Doolan     

Sunday 
6:00 PM  

R Casey  
S Ianni  

P Harrington 
M Harrington  

M Casey   

Children’s 
Liturgy is 

suspended 
until 

further 
notice.  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS - 21/22 MARCH 2020    
 Fourth Sunday of Lent  - Year A  

THIS 

 WEEK: WORD 
COMMUNION 
(if required)  

SERVER/ 
JEM 

Children’s 
Liturgy  

Saturday 
6.00 PM 

J Pattenden 
T Pattenden  

N Duane 
M Hanvey 

R Zoccali   

Sunday 
9:00 AM 

L Boulos  
T Murphy 
N Rice  

E Harrison 
K Rowntree 
R Colantonio  

B Lorizio /  
E Doolan     

Sunday 
6:00 PM  

T De Silva 
D Jayasuriya  

I Boccalatte 
D Swetz  

T Boccalatte    

Children’s 
Liturgy is 

suspended 
until further 

notice.  

 

 Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Deacon: Rev Mr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

  Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795     
e: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au   visit: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

 

St. Mark’s Parish acknowledges the Wangal people, the traditional owners and 

custodians of the land on which we stand.  We pay our respects to them and for 

their care of the land.  May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.  

Keep Keep Keep Keep 
them in them in them in them in 

your your your your 
prayers prayers prayers prayers     

In your love and concern, please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  
Fr. Emmanuel Seo, Dan Willoly, Bill Mullin, Shelia Orsborn, 
Patricia Ryan, Brian McCarthy, Eileen O’Neill, Meagan Ficarra,  
Brian & Ann Johnson, Sr. Carmel Clancy and  Sr Claire Burgess & 

all St. Mark’s Parish community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries & hose we are remembering at this time:  
Martino, Cornelius and Agatha, Judy Moran, Helen Jones, Kevin 
Fahy, Rita Rota, Cynthia Avril, Michelle Crothers and Tony Lorizio 

   

Recently Deceased: Mother Isa Della Vicario,  
Margaret Maunsell and Antonio Giuseppe Scundi who passed 
this week, we offer our condolences to his children Rocco, John 
and Maria and their families.  May his soul rest in peace.  
We pray for those who have died and  offer our prayers  

to their families.  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your mobile phone. Thank you  

VOTE: Over 4 weeks parishioners were asked to vote on a change of 
Mass time for the  

Saturday Vigil from 6pm to 5.30pm  
 Vote Count:  300 YES & 102 NO  

The Saturday Vigil Mass (this Mass only) will change to 5.30pm from 
Saturday 18 April 2020   (This is an indefinite change). 

Saturday Vigil                 6.00pm    
Sunday                    9.00am & 6.00pm                         
 

Weekdays: 
8.00am                    Monday  
9:30am                   Tuesday   
7.30am                   Wednesday  
9.30am                   Thursday   
8.00am                   Friday   
12 noon                  Saturday  
Morning Prayer of the Church 15 minutes prior to weekday 
Mass           
   

Reconciliation: 
11.30am                 Saturday 
 

Adoration & Exposition: 
11.00am - 12 noon Saturday 

First Friday of the Month from the conclusion of morning Mass  

All gatherings are limited to 100 in the Church,  
if we have over 100 Mass will be taken outside  

(weather permitting). 

UNTIL FURTHER  

NOTICE.  

St. Mark’s Parish: St. Mark’s Parish: St. Mark’s Parish: St. Mark’s Parish:     
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring 
Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 



 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 

you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 

Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

Thirty-two-year-old Sakun lives in a village in central east India. 
She developed polio as a child and has difficulty walking. Until 
now Sakun, an indigenous Gond woman, has been isolated in 
her community, unable to earn a livelihood and without 
knowledge of government schemes that could help her. After 
joining a Caritas Australia-funded program, Sakun has learned 
new skills and gained important mobility. Through their 
strategic guidance and support, Sakun now earns her own 
income and makes a small profit which goes towards her 
family’s basic needs. She is more resilient, more confident and 
more independent.  
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help uplift 
vulnerable communities and support the rights of indigenous 
peoples around the world.  

St Mark’s Lenten Schedule  St Mark’s Lenten Schedule  St Mark’s Lenten Schedule  St Mark’s Lenten Schedule      

† Our Parish Sunday Lenten Talks are cancelled.  

† Our Parish Youth Lenten program is cancelled 

† Our Parish Lenten Groups are at the direc*on 

of your Lenten Leader.  

St Mark’s Parish Diary.  St Mark’s Parish Diary.  St Mark’s Parish Diary.  St Mark’s Parish Diary.      

Our Parish has cancelled the following un*l further no*ce.   
 

† Catholic Women’s League Monthly mee*ng. 

† Sunshine Club monthly luncheons  

† First Holy Communion as per Page 1 no*fica*on  

† Bap*sm Prepara*on gatherings will become an at 

home program.   
 

Ensure the Parish office has your email 

address so we can keep you updated.  

Fourth 
Sunday  
of Lent 

22nd March  
2020 

Let us pray.  
Loving God watch over all the peoples of our world during 

this special time of trial.  

Give wisdom to those in leadership and special strength to 

those who care for the sick.  

Deepen our faith that our trust in  

You may not falter.  
 

Open our hearts that we may be generous in our response 

to those in special need.  

Enliven us with the Spirit of Jesus that we may bring  

His Presence wherever we go. 


