
Dreams in our lives can be very important, sometimes they 
frighten us like nightmares – sometimes they can be reassuring 
and positive. Dreams play a big part in the Christmas story. 
Joseph takes Mary as his wife because of the revelation of God 
about the workings of the Holy Spirit in a dream. The men from 
the East are warned in a dream to go home a different way 
because of the threat after the meeting with Herod and the 
experience of paying homage to Jesus at Bethlehem. 
 

In our own lives, there are moments of revelation that change the 
course of our lives, pivotal moments that change the course of 
family life, choices and decisions that have to be made sometimes 
reluctantly. In all these things, we need to ask God for guidance 
and wisdom to make the right, good, just and fair choice and 
decision. Jesus is the star we are to follow. He is the wisdom of 
God made man that we would know the love of God. 
 

Jesus comes to bring peace, love and joy and the fullness of these 
gifts for everyone. The ‘wise men from the East’ symbolise the 
whole world coming to Jesus and his message is for all people of 
every time. In some Christian cultures, the feast of the Epiphany is 
bigger than Christmas because it is the moment of revelation to 
the whole world – and in these cultures it is the day of gift giving. 
 

May we all appreciate in our lives the great gift of Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. May we mark our homes with chalk and welcome all 
who come into our lives as Christ. May this coming year be one of 
joy and peace for you and your family. May we all take up the 
mission and ministry of revealing Christ’s love to all we meet 
during this coming year. 
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Yours	in	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,			

Fr.	Michael	McLean,	Parish	Priest 

Chalking the Door:  
An Epiphany House Blessing 2020 

Family and friends gather to ask God’s blessing on their homes 
and those who live in or visit the home. It is an invitation for 

Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, 
our conversations, our works and play, our joys and sorrows. 

 

One way of doing this is to use chalk blessed during the 
Epiphany liturgy and write above the home’s entryway,  

20 + C + M + B + 20.  
The letters C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of 
the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and 

Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus 
mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house.”  

The “+” signs represent the cross, and 2020 is the year.  
Instructions for Blessing the Home 

Using the blessed chalk write 20 + C + M + B + 20 on the lintel 
of your front door (front porch step or convenient location) while 

saying: 
 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, 
followed the star of God’s Son who became human two 

thousand and twenty years ago. May Christ bless our home and 
remain with us throughout the new year. Amen. 

Then offer the following prayer: 
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your 

presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your 
love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other 
and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in 

the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen 
us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and physically mark 
the occasion of the Epiphany and God’s blessing of our lives and 

home. With time the chalk will fade. It is a reminder to let the 
meaning of the written symbols sink into the depths of our heart 

and be manifest in our words and actions. 

Blessing the Chalk 2020 
 

Priest: Our help is the name of the Lord:  
All: The maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Priest: The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming 
in:  

All: From this time forth for evermore. 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 

 

Let us pray. 
Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be 

helpful to your people; and grant that through the invocation of 
your most Holy Name all who use it in faith to write upon the doors 

of their homes the names of your saints, Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar, may receive health of body and protection of soul for all 

who dwell in  
or visit their home;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 



Today’s Liturgy.Today’s Liturgy.Today’s Liturgy.Today’s Liturgy. 
Entrance	Antiphon: Cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has 

come; and kingship is in his grasp, and 

power and dominion. 
 

First Reading:                               Is 60:1-6   

Jerusalem is exalted.   
 

Responsorial Psalm							Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R.  

Lord, every nation on earth will adore 

you.    
 

Second Reading            Eph 3:2-3. 5-6    

Paul declares the Gentiles co-heirs to the 

Kingdom.      

Gospel Acclama�on:                       Mt 2:2  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

We have seen his star in the East; and 

have come to adore the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel:                          Mt 2:1-12    

The Wise Men journey to the infant Jesus.      
 

Offertory An�phon:       Ps 30:15.16    

The kings of Tharsis and the islands shall 

offer presents; the kings of the Arabians 

and of Saba shall bring gifts. And all kings 

of the earth shall adore him, all nations 

shall serve him.                           

Communion An�phon:                Cf. Mt 2:2 

We have seen his star in the East, and 

have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Niceno-Constan�nopolitan Creed  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with 

the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us men and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven,  

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of 

the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

For our sake he was cruci<ied under 

Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead and his kingdom will 

have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son is adored and glori<ied, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and 

apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins and I look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 

Next Week:   
 The Baptism of the Lord      

Is 42:1-4. 6-7; Acts 10:34-38;  
Mt 3:13-17;  

We welcome into our faith community this Sunday We welcome into our faith community this Sunday We welcome into our faith community this Sunday We welcome into our faith community this Sunday     
through the through the through the through the     

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s:    

    
    
    
    
    

and we congratulate his parents.and we congratulate his parents.and we congratulate his parents.and we congratulate his parents.    
God Bless You!God Bless You!God Bless You!God Bless You!    

Fr Michael, Fr Denis, Deacon John  

and the parish staff  

Thank you all for the lovely cards and 

gi�s we have received during this 

fes�ve season.  

 

 

 

 

Fr Michael will be away from the parish on annual leave 

un�l 11 January 2020. During this �me Fr Denis and Deacon 

John will be available to assist parishioners and our 

community.   

Thursday a
er the Epiphany - Morning Mass  
 

Thursday 9  January 2020  

Morning Prayer: 9.15am  

Communion Service Only: 9.30am 

Note: change to Mass service.  

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and  

Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming  

the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith.  

    

We welcome the families who will be presenting We welcome the families who will be presenting We welcome the families who will be presenting We welcome the families who will be presenting     

to their new faith family prior to their upcoming baptism. to their new faith family prior to their upcoming baptism. to their new faith family prior to their upcoming baptism. to their new faith family prior to their upcoming baptism.     
GGGGoooodddd    BBBBlllleeeessssssss    YYYYoooouuuu!!!!    

The Epiphany of the Lord  

Sunday 5 January 2020  

The family gathers to ask God’s 

blessing on their home and on those 

who live in or visit the home. Do not 

forget to start the New Year with 

Chalking the Door, collect your 

blessing and chalk at all Masses.  

It’s a reminder of God’s presence in 

our daily lives and a dedication of the 

year and everything that will happen 

during it, to God.  



In your love and concern, please pray for the 

following ill members of our community:  

Patricia Ryan, Brian McCarthy, Eileen O’Neill, 

Brian & Ann Johnson, Giovanni Iacono,  

Meagan Ficarra,  Sr. Carmel Clancy,  

Sr Claire Burgess RSJ & all St. Mark’s Parish 

community members unwell at this time. 
 

Anniversaries and those we are remembering at this time:		
Fr Kevin Muldoon, Chris Grady, Margaret and Fredrick Laurence, 

Fred Laurence, Lucy Stuart, Vera Craig, Assunta Sanzari, Veronica & 

Elvira Favorito, Natividid Pomareda and Cynthia Avril.  

Recently Deceased: Maree Camilleri, Sr Mary Britt OP,  

Luisa Sanzari, Andrew O’Dwyer, Geoffrey Keaton, Pat Donnelly,  

Bill McBeath, Patricia Williams, Peter Beck, Betty Bidgood-Mason, 

Pierina Sulfaro and Therese Lees.	We	pray	for	those	who	have	

died	and		offer	our	prayers	to	their	families.  

Saturday Vigil                 6.00pm    
Sunday                    9.00am & 6.00pm                          
 

Weekdays: 
8.00am                   Monday  
9:30am                   Tuesday   
7.30am                   Wednesday  
9.30am                   Thursday   
8.00am                   Friday   
12 noon                  Saturday  
Morning Prayer of the Church 15 minutes prior to weekday Mass           
   

Reconciliation: 
11.30am                 Saturday 

 

Adoration & Exposition: 
11.00am - 12 noon Saturday 

First Friday of the Month from the conclusion of morning Mass  

St Mark’s Parish Mass Times  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS - 11 / 12 JANUARY 2020    
 The Baptism of the Lord - Year A  

NEXT 

 WEEK: WORD COMMUNION 
SERVER/ 

JEM 
Children’s 

Liturgy  

Saturday 
6.00 PM 

C Burlew  
C Griffith  

M Hanvey 
S Looi 

R Zoccali      

Sunday 
9:00 AM 

E Chatterjee  
M Fernon  
J Maniscalco  

R Colantonio 
C O‘Neill 
M Di Giovanni  

B Lorizio /  
Holidays 

Sunday 
6:00 PM  

J Denehy  
D Wing  

P Harrington 
M Harrington 

 
T Griffin   

School  
Holidays  
 

BAPTISMS: are celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 
10:30am. During Easter Tide Baptisms can be celebrated every Sunday. 
Parents, are asked to book in for their Baptismal Preparation 
Community Gathering  by contacting the parish office. Come along to 
meet other young families and their children on the  First Sunday of the 
month at 4pm, our next gathering is  
2 February 2020. Fr. Michael, Sr. Antonia, and our parishioners are 
looking forward to welcoming you.  

MARRIAGES: Parishioners intending marriage are asked to notify the 
Parish office at least six months prior to your wedding.  
No Weddings are celebrated in the season of Lent.  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS - 04 / 05 JANUARY 2020    
 The Epiphany of the Lord - Year A  

NEXT 

 WEEK: WORD COMMUNION 
SERVER/ 

JEM 
Children’s 

Liturgy  

Saturday 
6.00 PM 

T Pattenden 
J Pattenden 

M Griffin  
S Uthappa 

A Griffin     

Sunday 
9:00 AM 

I Cumberworth 
B Bateman  
N Goodman 

S Williams 
M Jimenez 
A Bateman  

E Pidd  /  
Holidays 

Sunday 
6:00 PM  

D Moiso  
L Robertson  

I Boccalatte 
D Swetz 

 
T Boccalatte   

School  
Holidays  
 

  Parish Priest:  Very Rev Fr Michael L McLean PP EV  
 Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    

 Deacon: Rev Mr John Pham 
 Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

    Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795     
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  
Parish Office re-opens 6 January 2020  

In our In our In our In our 
thoughts thoughts thoughts thoughts     

Are you a visitor to St Mark’s? 

If you are visiting our parish, welcome to our community  
if you wish to make a donation to our parish 

please do on the 2nd collection, or use our tap 
machines at our Church entrances.   

REFLECTION: The astrologers in the Magi story went through 
quite a journey in search of the baby Jesus. They obviously believed 
in him and had faith in the star. 
Have you ever ‘followed a star’? Have you ever gone after a dream 
or an ideal you believed in? Are you still going after it? What gives 
you the energy to keep going? How do you know it is worth it? 
 

The gifts brought by the Magi have significance. 

Gold is a symbol of wealth and fidelity. 

Frankincense is burned to purify the atmosphere by releasing an 
aromatic and pleasing smell. For centuries, indigenous people in 
many countries have burned smoke in order to bless and purify 
themselves, and monks have watched incense rise to the sky as a 
symbol of their prayers ascending to God. 

Myrrh is a kind of resin or oil used for anointing and embalming. It 
is a symbol of comfort and soothing but it is also a foreshadowing 
of death. 

How were these gifts symbolic for Jesus? 

What three gifts would be symbolic of you and your life so far?  © 

Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart - St Mary's Press                           

The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus to humankind. The wise men are the representatives of humanity bearing witness to 
this revelation. However, the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus as not only the Messiah of Israel but the Saviour of the whole world. 
Interestingly, in this gospel that emphasises the ‘Jewish-ness’ of Jesus, the witnesses to the birth are gentiles from a foreign land. Their inclusion 
is a powerful declaration that the revelation of Jesus is for all people. Regardless of the liturgical year, this reading is always used on the feast of 
the Epiphany to celebrate this pivotal moment.  



 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 

you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 

Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 



Chalking the Door:  
An Epiphany House Blessing 2020 

Family and friends gather to ask God’s blessing on their homes 
and those who live in or visit the home. It is an invitation for 

Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, 
our conversations, our works and play, our joys and sorrows. 

 

One way of doing this is to use chalk blessed during the 
Epiphany liturgy and write above the home’s entryway,  

20 + C + M + B + 20.  
The letters C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of 
the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and 

Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus 
mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house.”  

The “+” signs represent the cross, and 2020 is the year.  
Instructions for Blessing the Home 

Using the blessed chalk write 20 + C + M + B + 20 on the lintel 
of your front door (front porch step or convenient location) while 

saying: 
 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, 
followed the star of God’s Son who became human two 

thousand and twenty years ago. May Christ bless our home and 
remain with us throughout the new year. Amen. 

Then offer the following prayer: 
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your 

presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your 
love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other 
and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in 

the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen 
us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and physically mark 
the occasion of the Epiphany and God’s blessing of our lives and 

home. With time the chalk will fade. It is a reminder to let the 
meaning of the written symbols sink into the depths of our heart 

and be manifest in our words and actions. 

Chalking the Door:  
An Epiphany House Blessing 2020 

Family and friends gather to ask God’s blessing on their homes 
and those who live in or visit the home. It is an invitation for 

Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, 
our conversations, our works and play, our joys and sorrows. 

 

One way of doing this is to use chalk blessed during the 
Epiphany liturgy and write above the home’s entryway,  

20 + C + M + B + 20.  
The letters C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of 
the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, Melchior, and 

Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus 
mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house.”  

The “+” signs represent the cross, and 2020 is the year.  
Instructions for Blessing the Home 

Using the blessed chalk write 20 + C + M + B + 20 on the lintel 
of your front door (front porch step or convenient location) while 

saying: 
 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, 
followed the star of God’s Son who became human two 

thousand and eighteen years ago. May Christ bless our home 
and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen. 

Then offer the following prayer: 
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your 

presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your 
love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other 
and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in 

the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen 
us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

“Chalking the door” is a way to celebrate and physically mark 
the occasion of the Epiphany and God’s blessing of our lives and 

home. With time the chalk will fade. It is a reminder to let the 
meaning of the written symbols sink into the depths of our heart 

and be manifest in our words and actions. 


