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Christmas Eve Vigil Mass  
Entrance An
phon:              Cf. Ex 16:6-7                                                    

Today you will know that the Lord 

will come, and he will save us, and in 

the morning you will see his glory. 
 

First Reading:                        Is 9:1-7                                  

The prophecy of Isaiah.                                         
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 R. Lk 2:11                            

Today is born our Saviour, Christ the 

Lord.     
 

Second Reading:                        Ti 2:11-14  

God’s grace has been revealed to all 

people.                                           
 

Gospel Acclama
on:                                                       

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Tomorrow the wickedness of the 

earth will be destroyed: the Saviour 

of the world will be our king. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel:                                         Lk 2:1-14                  

Today a saviour has been born for 

you.                                                   
 

Offertory An
phon:               Ps 23:7 

Li$ up, O gates, your lintels; reach up 

you ancient portals, that the King of 

glory may come in.      

 

Communion An
phon:          Cf. Is 40:5       

The glory of the Lord will be revealed, 

and all flesh will see the salva)on of 

our God.  

 

Christmas Night Masses  
Entrance An
phon:                         Ps 2:7                                                    

The Lord said to me: You are my Son. 

It is I who have bego+en you this day. 

 

First Reading:                            Is 9:1-7                                  

The prophecy of Isaiah.                                         
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 R. Lk 2:11                         

Today is born our Saviour, Christ the 

Lord.    
 

Second Reading:                       Ti 2:11-14   

God’s grace has been revealed to all 

people.                                           
 

Gospel Acclama
on:                Lk 2:10-11                                    

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Good News and great joy to all the 

world: today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel:                                            Lk 2:1-14                 

Today a saviour has been born for 

you.                                                                        
 

Offertory An
phon:               Ps 95:11   

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 

earth be glad before the face of the 

Lord: because he comes.       

 

Communion An
phon:              Jn 1:14       

The Word became flesh, and we have 

seen his glory.   

 

 

Christmas Day Masses  
Entrance An
phon:                      Cf. Is 9:5                                                   

A child is born for us, and a son is 

given to us; his sceptre of power rests 

upon his shoulder, and his name will 

be called Messenger of great counsel. 
 

First Reading:                             Is 9:1-7                                                                  

The prophecy of Isaiah.                                         
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 95:1-3. 11-13 R. Lk 2:11                           

Today is born our Saviour, Christ the 

Lord.     
 

Second Reading:                      Ti 2:11-14    

God’s grace has been revealed to all 

people.                                           
 

Gospel Acclama
on:                                                        

Alleluia, alleluia!  

A holy day has dawned upon us. 

Come you na)ons and adore the 

Lord. Today a great light has come 

upon the earth.  Alleluia! 

Gospel:                                            Lk 2:1-14                                

Today a saviour has been born for 

you.                                                                
 

Offertory An
phon:           Ps 88:12.15a   

Yours are the heavens and yours is 

the earth, the world and the fullness 

thereof you have founded: jus)ce 

and judgement are the founda)on of 

your throne.     

 

Communion An
phon:           Cf. Ps 97:3        

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the salva)on of our God.  

Christmas Blessing 
Heavenly Father,  

Love came down on Christmas Day,  

and love brings us together now  

to share this holiday feast.  

We ask you to bless our food and all 

of us here.  

We remember those we love who 

are not with us today.  

But who remain with us in spirit.   

With grateful hearts, we thank you 

for all the blessings  

You have given us this year and we 

pray for peace in families  

And nations around the world.   

Amen. 

Parish  Prayer  
Heavenly Father,  

you have chosen the parish as the 

place by which you encounter  us in 

our daily lives.  
 

Here your word is proclaimed, the 

Eucharist is celebrated and your 

people are united in a family of 

believers. 
 

We thank you for the abundant 

blessings you have given to our 

parish,  

and pray that we may continue to 

serve you in faithfulness and love.  
 

Keep us open to our need of your 

love  and fellowship.  
 

Help us to work together to serve you 

and each other for the good of the 

Church, for the people of our Parish 

and for your greater glory.   

Amen 



 

 

The	Niceno-Constantinopolitan	Creed		

I	believe	in	one	God,	

the	Father	almighty,	

maker	of	heaven	and	earth,	

of	all	things	visible	and	invisible.	

I	believe	in	one	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	

the	Only	Begotten	Son	of	God,	

born	of	the	Father	before	all	ages.	

God	from	God,	Light	from	Light,	

true	God	from	true	God,	

begotten,	not	made,	consubstantial	with	the	

Father;	

through	him	all	things	were	made.	

For	us	men	and	for	our	salvation	

he	came	down	from	heaven,		

and	by	the	Holy	Spirit	was	incarnate	of	the	Virgin	

Mary,	

and	became	man.	

(Pause	and	all	genu�lect) 

For our sake he was cruci*ied under Pontius 

Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 

life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glori*ied, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring 
Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith.  



 

1: How many wise men were there according 

to the bible? 

 

2: After Mary, Joseph & Jesus left Bethlehem, 

they went to which country? 

 

3: How many ‘drummers drumming’ are there 

in the song ’12 days of Christmas’?  

 

4: What city was the baby Jesus born in? 

 

5: What gifts did the wise men bring the baby 

Jesus? 



 



 
 

In memory at Christmas  
As the holidays approach, we remember the 

loved ones who will not be with us this year, our 

parishioners and family members who have 

past.  

 

They are in our hearts as we come together to 

celebrate the birth of the Jesus. Even though 

they are not with us physically, we know that 

they are held in the loving mercy of God.  

 

Because of our faith we know they are 

celebrating with all the angels and saints in 

heaven.  

Parish Pastoral Council 
Dear Parishioners, 

It has been an eventful last few months leading up to 

Advent with Bishop Brady’s Pastoral visitation, John 

Pham’s Ordination to the Diaconate, Brendan Bateman’s 

presentation on climate change,  

Christmas Carols on the Lawn, St Canice’s Kitchen and 

Vinnies Christmas parcels deliveries (to name a few!).   

We are indeed an active and vibrant community at  

St. Marks. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Vesna 

Vinski for her contribution and guidance as Parish 

Pastoral Council (PPC) member the last 5 years.  We are 

currently seeking new members - please contact the 

Parish Of<ice, Fr. Michael or myself.  We would be 

pleased to hear from you and have a conversation. 

A note of thank you and appreciation to Fr. Michael,  

Fr. Denis, Vicki, John, Sr. Antonia and Janelle for their 

dedication and commitment to the myriad and 

numerous activities in keeping faith with our mission 

statement. 

On behalf of the PPC, we would like to wish everyone a 

joyous and blessed Christmas; and a terri<ic 2020! 

Celine	 

(Chair of PPC) 

 

           Family Grace at Christmas Dinner 
Archbishop	Anthony	Fisher	OP	urges	all	families	to	pray	grace	at	Christmas	and	has	offered	this	prayer	for	that	special	

occasion	in	the	year.	

God of Christmas and of every day,  

giver of all good gifts,  

we thank you for the many ways  

you have blessed us in 2019.  

We are grateful for each person gathered around this table today.  

Bless us, our food and our company.  

Bless those we love who are not with us.  

With gratitude, we remember your humble birth into our lives  

and so pray for those without food or family or friendship at this time.  

We remember the stable in which you were born and so pray for those with nowhere to live.  

We remember your <light into Egypt and so pray for persecuted Christians and refugees at this time.  

We join your angels in giving glory to God in the highest and in praying for peace and goodwill on earth.  

Help us to see what really matters and to respond with faith, hope and love.  

Make of our hearts a crib for the Christchild.  

Keep us safe and close to you in the year ahead.  

Amen. 



 
 

Parish Priest Reflection  

Planned Giving, helps run the parish of St Mark’s and offers a tax deduction. Through the support of our Parishioners in 
the Planned Giving Program we are able to meet our Parish Budget commitments and plan for our future.   
Thank you for your willingness to donate ongoing and play an important part in the life and ministry of St Mark’s  

We have two collection plates at each Mass:   

* The First Collection is for the support of the Priests of the Archdiocese. 
* The Second Collection includes the Planned Giving Program and is the Parishes main 
source of income.  
* Visitors if you would like to make a donation the Second Collection is for our St Mark’s Parish.  
* Christmas envelopes can be placed on the First Collection.  
* St Mark’s tap terminals are located at the Church entrances with pre-set amount. All you will need to do is tap your card 
on the terminal to make a donation to our Parish (2nd collection). They do not issue receipts or offer a tax donation.  

Fr. Michael McLean, Parish Priest 

The Christmas story is not a fable but a real story involving many people. Mary conceived the Lord Jesus by the 

power of the Holy Spirit (the Word was made <lesh and dwelt amongst us) and Joseph learns about his through an 

Angel in a dream. Their lives are changed and eventually they have to make the journey to their hometown 

Bethlehem which was the hometown of David the Old Testament <igure because they are of his line and family tree. 

Any journey at this time was dangerous but a Census had been called and they had to go. 
 

There is no room when they arrive, and they are lodged in the stable and Christ is born and laid in a manger, cattle 

feeding lot. Angels appear and shepherds (not the most reliable or desirable people) are summoned to be the <irst to 

hear the Good News of the birth of a Saviour and they return to their <ields praising God for all they have seen and 

heard. Strange men from the East appear bring gifts and then the family has to <lee to Egypt because of a persecution 

by Herod concerned because of what has happened in his jurisdiction. 
 

In the beginning of John’s Gospel there is a prologue (Jn	1:1-18)	which can be read on Christmas morning. It is a 

theological and re<lective piece of writing about the profundity and meaning of this story. God has become man and 

dwelt amongst us. Why? That we would know how much our God loves us and how he wants mercy and forgiveness, 

grace and truth to be brought to this world and peoples. God does not want humanity to be without the means of 

salvation. God sent his own Son into the world not to condemn the world but so that there would be peace. 
 

Jesus came to the margins of life, no room at the inn, Joseph and Mary expecting a baby- on the move, and the 

shepherds the <irst to hear the good news. Pope Francis gives us all a great example of one who goes to the margins 

of society throughout the world. He is not afraid to go where other fear and strives to be a reconciling, forgiving 

presence of Christ. May we all strive to follow Christ and be very concerned about those on the margins – within our 

families, community, region and world and do what we can to bring “good news” to those who are in need who do 

not know Christ or God and how much God loves us all. 
 

Thanks to all who contribute of the live of this community and reach out to other in love.  

May God Bless you all in this Holy Season. 

Safeguarding is about raising the collective awareness within our Parish community to protect the safety and well-being of 
children and young vulnerable adults. To ensure our Parish is compliant with NSW Legislation and Catholic Standards 
requirements, a volunteer role has been established. As Parish Safeguarding Support Officer, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our Parish Volunteers that have provided their WWWC numbers, a signed 
Code of Conduct and completed Online Safeguarding Induction training,. I wish all 
volunteers and parishioners a safe and joyous Christmas season.  Sharon - St Mark’s PSSO  



 
 

A Flight for Life A Flight for Life A Flight for Life A Flight for Life  

Artist:	Gemma	Tambasco	-	Year	6		
St	Mark’s	Primary	Catholic	School,	Drummoyne. 

Selected as a finalists in Sydney Catholic Schools Art Exhibition Competition from Selected as a finalists in Sydney Catholic Schools Art Exhibition Competition from Selected as a finalists in Sydney Catholic Schools Art Exhibition Competition from Selected as a finalists in Sydney Catholic Schools Art Exhibition Competition from 
over 900 entries from the Archdiocese of Sydney, the Diocese of Wollongong  and over 900 entries from the Archdiocese of Sydney, the Diocese of Wollongong  and over 900 entries from the Archdiocese of Sydney, the Diocese of Wollongong  and over 900 entries from the Archdiocese of Sydney, the Diocese of Wollongong  and 

Bathurst and from Catholic students in state schools.Bathurst and from Catholic students in state schools.Bathurst and from Catholic students in state schools.Bathurst and from Catholic students in state schools.    

 

Congratulations GemmaCongratulations GemmaCongratulations GemmaCongratulations Gemma 

My artwork is inspired by the 
passage Matthew 2:13-15  

(The Flight of Egypt) 
In my artwork the three pyramids 

represent the fleeing family 
journeying closer to Egypt. The 
pyramids are painted with bold 
colours to contrast the colourful 
sky. The mixture of colours (from 
reds, browns and purples) show 

it’s depth. Joseph and the donkey, 
who Mary and Jesus are riding on, 
have been painted large and in the 
centre to emphasize how influential 

they are in this sacred scripture. 
Baby Jesus is wrapped in a cloth 
with Mary’s arms supporting him. 
Mary is in striking blue with a veil 

covering Jesus. While Mary is 
looking gently at her new baby 

(showing how she would nurture 
Jesus throughout his entire life), 
Joseph is looking forward on his 
path, shown by it’s light earthy 

tones, from blending acrylic paints. 
The shadows create depth and 

practicality. I captured the desert 
as hot, dusty and uncomfortable 

with the tone of the colours and the 
soft strokes of the brush. The early 

morning is a magical yet 
mysterious moment I created, 

using multiple, blended colours. By 
applying the tip of the brush, it 

moved the paint along the canvas, 
symbolizing wind sent from God 
that is pushing them to freedom. 
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